A Treaty of Peace
affectation or hypocrisy in this excess of religion, I
would not keep him in my service ; but so far as I can
observe, the fellow's character is downright simplicity,
warmed with a kind of enthusiasm, which renders him
very susceptible of gratitude and attachment to his
benefactors.
As he is an excellent horseman, and understands
farriery, I have bought a stout gelding for his use, that
he may attend us on the road, and have an eye to our
cattle, in case the coachman should not mind his busi-
ness. My nephew, who is to ride his own saddle-
horse, has taken, upon trial, a servant just come from
abroad with his former master, Sir William Strollop,
who' vouches for his honesty. The fellow, whose
name Is Dutton, seems to be a petit moltrs. He has
got a smattering of French, bows, grins, and shrugs,
and takes snuff a la mode de France^ but values him-
self chiefly upon his skill and dexterity in hair-
dressing. If I am not much deceived by appearance,
he is, in all respects, the very contrast of Humphry
Clinker.
My sister has made up matters with Lady Gnskin,
though, I must own, I should not have been sorry
to see that connexion entirely destroyed; but Tabby is
not of a disposition to forgive Barton, who, I under-
stand, is gone to his seat in Berkshire for the summer
season. I cannot help suspecting, that, in the treaty of
peace which has been lately ratified betwixt those two
females, it is stipulated, that her ladyship shall use her
best endeavours to provide an agreeable helpmate for
our sister Tabitha, who seems to be quite desperate in
her matrimonial designs. Perhaps the match-maker is
to liave a valuable consideration in the way of broker-
age, which she will most certainly deserve, if she can
find any man in his senses who will yoke with Mrs.
Bramble from motives of affection or interest.